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Why: ASTSWMO paper identified intersecting challenges in the coming decades 

& suggested a few actions where OUST could provide assistance

Sustainability of State Financial Assurance Funds for the Underground 

Storage Tank Programs (Feb. 24, 2023)

UST and LUST Program Challenges in a Changing Transportation Sector:

• Audience: communicate succinctly to non-UST experts in positions to assist 

with necessary policy changes

• Acknowledges the convergence that will impact state UST and LUST 

programs & state funds are a serious concern for UST and LUST program 

sustainability and the solvency of state financial assurance funds.

• Summarizes a menu of programmatic or policy changes for states to 

mitigate risks

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-12/policy-paper-epa-

oust-12.16.24.pdf

EPA Resource for States (1 of 2)
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Why: ASTSWMO paper identified intersecting challenges in the coming decades 

& suggested a few actions where OUST could provide assistance

Sustainability of State Financial Assurance Funds for the Underground 

Storage Tank Programs (Feb. 24, 2023)

UST Futures Forecasting Tool:

• A series of Excel spreadsheets that states can download and populate with 

data. 

• B able to better estimate the number of new release discoveries, state fund 

and program funding, and the potential number of abandoned sites needing 

fuel cleanups under different scenarios. 

• “C” and understand the potential future soundness and sustainability of their 

state fund for LUST cleanups.

https://www.epa.gov/ust/resources-ust-state-and-territorial-implementing-

agencies

EPA Resource for States (2 of 2)

5

https://astswmo.org/2023-sustainability-of-state-financial-assurance-funds-for-the-underground-storage-tank-programs/
https://astswmo.org/2023-sustainability-of-state-financial-assurance-funds-for-the-underground-storage-tank-programs/
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-12/policy-paper-epa-oust-12.16.24.pdf


EPA’s Resource for O/O
 

• Aging UST Systems webpages

• Two parts

• Part 1 Focus areas:

• Significant, recent industry changes

• Regulatory requirements

• Insurance and financial responsibility

• Investigating older tanks in UST 

systems

https://www.epa.gov/ust/resources-ust-owners-and-operators#aging
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EPA’s Resource for O/O

• Part 2 Focus areas:

• Options for operating, upgrading, or 

closing aging UST systems.

• Considerations for adding EV, H2, or 

natural gas fueling capabilities.

• Funding sources for owners of aging 

USTs who are considering a transition.

https://www.epa.gov/ust/resources-ust-owners-and-operators#transitions
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Review and Questions
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1. The transportation environment is changing. 

2. Gas cars, USTs, and UST/LUST programs are needed for 
decades. 

3. Every O/O and every state faces a unique situation – 
there’s no one size fits all solution. Planning now is 
essential. 

4. EPA has information available to assist states and O/O’s 
to think about the future.

Daniel Lee
lee.daniel.r@epa.gov

mailto:lee.Daniel.r@epa.gov
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