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Background

• LUST sites can be good candidates for 
brownfields projects
o Redevelopment can be a pathway to 

bring active LUST sites to closure
o Revitalization of abandoned gas stations 

benefits communities around the 
country

• Collaboration is key
o We encourage collaboration between 

tanks and brownfields programs



Important Things To Keep In Mind

• UST infrastructure is aging, and we may see more abandoned sites.
• The population living near LUST releases is more minority, low income, 

linguistically isolated, and less likely to have a high school education than the 
U.S. population as a whole.

• The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law has dramatically increased the amount of 
funding for brownfields revitalization.





Infrastructure Law:
A Historic Investment

• $1.2B in project grants
• $300M to state and tribal response 

programs

*Funding amounts and deadlines are subject to change.

More Information can be found at: 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: A 
Historic Investment in Brownfields

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-historic-investment-brownfields


Types of Brownfields Resources

• Competitive grants – 104(k)

o Assessment

o Cleanup 

o Multi-purpose

o Revolving Loan 

• State and Tribal Response Program Grants – 128(a)

• Targeted Brownfields Assessments (TBA) 

o Provides site specific investigations to help minimize the uncertainties of contamination 
often associated with brownfields.

o Available to state, local and tribal governments, redevelopment agencies, nonprofit 
organizations, etc.

More information can be found at: EPA Brownfields 

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields


Annual Appropriations vs. BIL Funding

Annual Appropriation BIL Total

104k $130,900,000 $240,000,000 ~$370,000,000

128a $47,000,000 $60,000,000 ~$107,000,000

TBA $6,000,000-7,000,000* $24,000,000* $30,000,000

*Typically, OBLR allocates around $6-7M annually for TBA funding across the country. In FY22, they increased 
the investment to approximately $30M of combined regular and BIL funding. It is unknown if they will have the 
same amount for FY23, it will depend on the demand for these resources across the country.



Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) Program

EPA Region 1:
The University of Connecticut
EPA Region 2:
New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)
EPA Region 3:
The West Virginia University Research Corporation
EPA Region 4:
The International City/County Management Association
EPA Regions 5, 6, 7, 8 and nationwide:
Kansas State University (KSU)
EPA Regions 9 and 10:
Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR)

https://tab.program.uconn.edu/
https://www.njit.edu/tab/
https://brownfields.wvu.edu/
https://icma.org/topics/brownfields
https://www.ksutab.org/
https://www.cclr.org/


Google It!

• Webinar: US EPA Grant Allocation for Assessment & Remediation 
(regenesis.com)

• EPA brownfields grant competition coordinator

• EPA Region 4 perspective

• FYI
• FY22 grants are out the door!

• FY23 Plans
• Announce later this month

• Applications due Nov

https://www2.regenesis.com/webinar-usepa-grant-allocation


Abandoned Gas Stations = Opportunity

• Location, location, location.
Often located on major 
roadways, abandoned gas 
stations can be great 
candidates for redevelopment.

• BIL $ presents an historic 
opportunity to work together 
to cleanup and redevelop 
brownfields-eligible LUST sites. 
Win, win, win.



Brownfields LUST Sites
Brownfields 

eligible 
LUST Sites



Common Approaches 
• Developing inventories

• Area-wide 

• Corridor projects
o Arizona Route 66 - The Route 66 Partnership: 

Exploring Cleanup and Redevelopment Opportunities
o Selma to Montgomery Trail - Transit planning along 

historic civil rights trail

• Highway to healthcare reuse concept

https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P1009AGU.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2006+Thru+2010&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C06thru10%5CTxt%5C00000021%5CP1009AGU.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P100QCKL.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2016+Thru+2020&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C16thru20%5CTxt%5C00000001%5CP100QCKL.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL


Common Reuse Options
• Housing

• Commercial / business

• Environmental and recreational

• Public (e.g., fire stations, health centers)

Success Stories: 

ASTSWMO redevelopment successes at UST sites

Villa Montgomery, California

St. Johns, Arizona

http://astswmo.org/redevelopment-successes-at-petroleum-underground-storage-tanks-sites/
http://astswmo.org/files/policies/Tanks/2017_LUST_Redevelopment_Cases/CA-Villa%20Montgomery%20Success%20Story_07.18.16.pdf
http://astswmo.org/files/policies/Tanks/2017_LUST_Redevelopment_Cases/AZ-2016%2006%2029%20City%20of%20St%20%20Johns%20Redevelopment%20Story%20(002).pdf


What’s happening now?
• Competitive grant eligibility for Tribes – OBLR and Region 9 efforts

• Awareness campaign
o Regional brownfields staff are presenting at state tank program meetings 
o Region 6 developing resource for state UST/LUST programs
o OBLR briefed regional UST/LUST program managers
o OUST briefed ASTSWMO
o OBLR recent publication for communities & developers

o New Community Visions for Abandoned Gas Stations

o National Tanks Conference (Sept 13-15 Pittsburgh, PA)

• Collaborating to get results
o State successes 
o EPA Region 1 LCRD effort with MA – data analysis to identify LUST sites for redevelopment
o EPA Region 4 Gullah Geechee Corridor Project

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-05/1%20New%20community-vision-gas-station-051022-508_0.pdf


State Success Story
• Oklahoma Corporation Commission 

(OCC) was awarded an assessment grant 
to address a corridor of abandoned gas 
stations in a rural downtown 
o In 2 square miles, 55 gas stations, 45 of 

which were abandoned before this project 

o The Okemah Brownfields Project, Oklahoma

• OCC was recently awarded a $2M 
assessment grant – looking for sites! 

10th St Sinclair Property - First site to be considered for 
OCC’s 2020 Community-Wide Assessment Grant

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/bf16221281094844aab11dc642cfdc9b


EPA’s Office of Brownfields & Land Revitalization

• OBLR publication for communities & developers
o New Community Visions for Abandoned Gas Stations

• Recently awarded Brownfields Grants

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-05/1%20New%20community-vision-gas-station-051022-508_0.pdf
https://java.epa.gov/acrespub/gfs/


What Can States & Regions Do?
• Develop and/or update inventory – potentially eligible LUST sites

o Prioritize brownfields eligible LUST sites in areas with EJ concerns using EJScreen and UST Finder.

o Consider both EPA Brownfield and State Brownfield funding. Sites with multiple funding sources 
may be more successful.

• Investigate recently awarded Brownfields Grants – are there LUST sites in the mix?

• Collaborate between Brownfields and LUST staff to “market” possible LUST sites

o OUST encourages tanks programs to seek the counsel and advice of colleagues in the 
Brownfields program in hopes of identifying opportunities—sites and possible funding sources. 

o Regional Brownfields and LUST programs can coordinate to address Tribal specific UST sites.

https://java.epa.gov/acrespub/gfs/?grant_type_id=1001,1002,1012&year=2022


Looking Ahead – More Abandoned Stations?

Near term pressures
• UST infrastructure is aging – cannot get insurance for older tanks
• Mom and pops cannot compete with large convenience store model

Longer term challenges

• Rise of EVs — Decreased need for gas stations and car repair shops

oDecentralized charging—home, work, mall, etc.

o EVs require less maintenance

• Decrease in revenue from gas tax used to pay for cleanups

o State fund dilemma: more LUST sites and fewer dollars to deal with them?



Looking Ahead – More Opportunities?

• Rise of EVs – Potential opportunity for redeveloping old gas 
stations into EV charging stations with increased $ and 
attention 

• The Infrastructure law provides:

o $5 Billion over 5 years specifically for charging stations –
USDOT and USDOE Announcement for National EV 
Charging Network

o $2.5 Billion in competitive grants to support community 
EV charging, and increase charging access in underserved 
and overburdened communities – Fact sheet: new 
standards for national EV charging network

https://highways.dot.gov/newsroom/president-biden-usdot-and-usdoe-announce-5-billion-over-five-years-national-ev-charging
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/06/09/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-proposes-new-standards-for-national-electric-vehicle-charging-network/


Additional Resources
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: A Historic Investment in Brownfields | US EPA

Petroleum Brownfields: Developing Inventories

https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleum-brownfields-developing-inventories

Opportunities For Petroleum Brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/ust/opportunities-petroleum-brownfields

Petroleum Brownfields: Selecting A Reuse Option
https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleum-brownfields-selecting-reuse-option

Brownfields Road Map

Smart Growth OPTIONs Community Engagement Workbook

ASTSWMO Toolbox for Community Redevelopment

Land Revitalization Toolkit | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-historic-investment-brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleum-brownfields-developing-inventories
https://www.epa.gov/ust/opportunities-petroleum-brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleum-brownfields-selecting-reuse-option
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-11/documents/brownfieldsroadmapepa542-r-12-001.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/smart-growth-community-engagement-workbook-1-3-22.pdf
http://astswmo.org/toolbox-for-community-redevelopment/
https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization/land-revitalization-toolkit


Contacts

EPA OBLR Contact Us about Brownfields

Brownfields Contacts in EPA Regional Offices

EPA OUST Cleanup and Revitalization Division 

Will Anderson, Director |  Anderson.Will@epa.gov

Sara Miller |  Miller.Sara@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/forms/contact-us-about-brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-contacts-epa-regional-offices
mailto:Anderson.Will@epa.gov
mailto:Miller.Sara@epa.gov

