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FROM SEBAGO LAKE TO CASCO BAY
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The Sebago Lake Watershed

Conservation Features
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The Watershed

Municipal water source
since 1869

Supplies water to 1/6 of
Maine’s population and its
fastest growing businesses

EPA Filtration Avoidance
Waiver

6.5B gallons in 2016

« 52% residential users

« 22% largest water users 2
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Safeguarding the Source... ... that Sustains Maine.

The forests in the 234,000-acre SebagnWatemhed act The beneﬁts 'For conserving these 'Forests -

the cost of inaction = the need for action now!

as a natural filter for the &r;nkl'ng water that prcw;des
multiple benefits to more than 200,000 users.
The watershed ts busi , jobs, public health . .
© WSRSrshes SUpROTEs businesses, Jobs, puble hes Provides 22M gallons of water daily from Sebago Lake
and recreatFon, as well as abundant wildlife habitat. But as
little as an 8% reduction of these forests could trigger an = = 5 i
. . . &8 . Delivers high-grade water for industries and health care
increase in water treatment costs, while a 10% reduction

could degra&e the entire watershed. 2 _ ; .
Supplies pure drinking water for one-of-six Mainers

Ensures clean air & water quality to support good health

A Rare Resource

Sebago Lake is
exceptionally pure:

Supports Outdoor, Recreational, and Tourism industries

B ¥ 3 a m ©

Reduces risk of flooding & manages storm water runoff

Top 2% in U.S. for
clean water production

Conservation = Big Benefits for Businesses & Communities

Top 1% in Maine

for lake clarity @Y Lose water quality, which declines with just 8% forest loss

1 of only 50
US water supplies
* needing no filtration

— Watershed ffg Spend possible $150M+ for filtration plant for degraded water

Boundary S22

. Conserved Land

. Businesses & Households
Using Sebago Lake Water

@ Pay the 847% rate increase that unprotected lands could spark

+ A
Inaction = Risk of High Cost for Inferior Water Supply

SEBAGO
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WATERFUNDS AT WORK

.

Funds are used by communities and
Downstream water consumers land trusts to conserve forested
land upstream.

and donors provide funding for
forest protection.

Drinking water quality and quantity
is improved and maintained.
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Drinking water since 1908
Wastewater treatment since 1978

200,000 consumers in 11 communities
22 Million GPD
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So clean it’s
exempt from

filtration.
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Sebago Lake Watershed
Conserved Land

"] PWD Owned Land

|| Conserved Land

I Pwo supported Projects s

D Watershed Boundary 12 4 6 8
- — — iles

Portland Water District - January 2020




PWD BONDING HISTORY, 2003-PRESENT
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$60,382,700

$11,317,500
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$26,977,359

$53,174,000
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Drinking Water SRF Loan

Tiger Hill Community Forest

« 1,400 acres

Permanently conserved

+ Owned by Loon Echo Land Trust
+ Managed by community members
+ $1.8 million total project

+ $345,000 SRF loan

+ $50,000 principal forgiveness
Other public and private grants
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The Water Quality Business Pitch

« Protection: Costs $950/ac; Benefits $800/ac PER YEAR

« Water quality, air pollution and climate regulation, in particular

- Losing 8% of the forest cover could trigger minimum 40%o
increase 1n sediment and nutrient pollution.

+ Would require $150M treatment plant => $13M/yr capital costs

+ Water rates could increase 84% or $2.4M/yr for top 50 users;
$15 M/yr for all PWD customers.

- Investing 10% of these savings in a $15M water fund could
finance 25% protection goal 1n just 10 years.
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1%
Forest
Loss

8% Forest Development Risk vs Conservation Priotities

Loss

bl Maine Cor%servation Coalition
i maine nublic Awarded $8M To Preserve
= P Forestland In Sebago Lake

Mainebiz Watershed

MAINE'S BUSINESS NEWS SOURCE

By CAITLIN TROUTMAM .« SEP 20, 2020
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od X With the grant funds, Sebago Clean Waters can conserve more land near the Crooked River, Sebago Lake's largest
- . 4 i tributary.
L L - SELs JERRY MO AN / ECOPHOTOGRAPHY COM VIA THE PORTLA ATER DISTRICT
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SCW Accomplishments

» $350,000 Healthy Watersheds Consortium grant (2018)
« Awarded $8M NRCS RCPP AFA Grant ($18.5M project; 2021)
» Conserved ~2,000 acres high priority forestland

» Increased visibility (press coverage, likes/follows) & media
collateral (logo/brand, website, videos, brochures, etc.)

» Increased coalition and land trust partner capacity

- Developed mapping tool for land prioritization/evaluation
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Farly Adopters

= > FORESTS

U.S. Endowment ; KEEPOUR: °
for Forestry and Communities . " WATER ‘ l

CLEAN
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Natural Resources Conservation Service

FII."I;ER CONTROL PROVIDE RELIEVE
WATER EROSION HABITAT FLOODING
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smeyer@Highstead.net
phunt@PWD.org é

www.SebagoCleanWaters.org SEBAGO

S.R. Meyer | Sebago Clean Waters | CFN Webinar



Finance Green Infrastructure with USING STATE [
REVOLVING FUNDS FOR
LAND CONSERVATION :

State Revolving Funds LANI

Sﬁlm' fumds (5531 rave beem waed for

m Loan Costs e et et _ _
$1,200,000.00 - (interest and fees) I L
T m Sponsored project e st S e e SaSe—.
principal i . -
= Wastewater o i
$1,000,000.00 - principal C‘ A ’SRF mem—— T,
$800,000.00 | :;:::Z":E'm;z
$600,000.00 - e
2 '
1 ' 4 : .
$400,000.00 Restoration Project
Community Sponsor Implementing Partner
$200,000.00 - 3
. | m——
$1 million CWSRF $1 million loan with
, loan sponsored project | 1
Towa SRE Sponsorship Program e
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