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PA Chapter 245 Regulation ChangesHistory



Remember 1998?

"EPA has targeted 21,000 Pennsylvania storage tank owners for 
fines up to $10,000 a day.  That's right.  Your storage tank is a 
ticking time bomb at your business.  And time is running out.  
Because we have obtained EPA's list of Pennsylvania Storage Tank 
Enforcement Targets and your name is on it.  These people won't 
go away, and they are ruthless:  they have stated that delivering 
tank fines up to $10,000 a day will be their top priority in 1997."

PA Chapter 245 Regulation ChangesScare Tactics
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But now we are good, right?

• Trained Class A and Class B Operators

• Secondary Containment Requirements

• Compliance Monitoring Companies

• Newer Equipment/Advanced Technologies

• Knowledgeable Staff

No more problems

PA Chapter 245 Regulation ChangesPresent
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From Recent Inspection

Owner was a “trained” Class A and Class B Operator

Violations:

• Missing release detection

• Water in containment sumps and spill buckets

• Stage 1 dry-break valve was broken and non-functional

• The sensors were raised in the containment sumps

• The interstitial riser cap of Tank 1 was broken

• The fill cap of Tank 2 was chipped past the gasket
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• Periodic walkthrough inspections 

• Three-year overfill prevention equipment inspections

• Three-year containment sump AND spill bucket testing 

• Annual release detection equipment testing

• Emergency Generator Release Detection

PA Chapter 245 Regulation ChangesLet’s Add More……
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Current regulations + Additional regulations + Aging tank 

systems + Staff shortage/Knowledge drain + Budget cuts 

+ “Innovative” repairs

So…are we ready for what is to come…..

PA Chapter 245 Regulation ChangesFuture
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What will we unearth?

• Telescopic Piping

– Total Containment sold a system that has a 4 inch chase pipe 
along with a Schedule 20 PVC pipe that all contained 
(usually) a 3 inch FRP primary pipe.  The system was sold to 
customers as a double-walled piping system.  

• Acceptable statement?

• If there have been zero problems with the fiberglass 
piping system over the past 20 years, then you are 
probably safe in considering that this is an acceptable 
single-wall system.
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What about compatibility?

• Older Fiberglass Tanks

– “Tanks produced prior to January 1981 were not warranted 
for any alcohol or alcohol blend fuels.”

– “Tanks were not warranted, tested for, or intended to store 
fuel with more than 10% ethanol blend.”

Compatible or not compatible with E10?
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What about compatibility?
• Sensors

– While B100 installations may contain the X and Y sensors 
that were not specifically designed for use with B100, 
Company Y does not anticipate any issue where these two 
sensors would fail immediately when encountering B100 for 
the first time
• However, Company Y cannot guarantee how the X and Y 

sensors will perform with repeated contact or long-term 
exposure to B100.

Or
– The Company Y X and Y sensors are compatible for single-use 

liquid exposure to B100.
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My containment sump failed….can I repair it?

• Penetration boot manufacturer recommends method to repair 
penetration boot that involves cutting holes in containment 
sump

– No containment sump manufacturer repair instructions exist

– No industry standard or independent third party laboratory 
documentation outlining this “repair” exists.

Do you accept it?
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Compatibility

• Do you request compatibility information?  Do you 
have a form to verify compatibility?

• Do you check it?  Compare what is reported with what 
is at site?

PA Chapter 245 Regulation ChangesItems to Consider
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Aging Tanks

• Any issues with older tanks failing?  Anyone keeping 
track?

• Placing back in service, do you request any 
information?

• Periodic internal inspections after X number of years 
since install?
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Repairs

• Are we clear what we expect?

• Do we allow alternatives?

• Remember what history has taught us.
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Staff Shortages

• Use of third-party inspectors

• Who has them/who doesn’t

• If not, why?
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• e-Permitting and Online Registration

• Mobile Inspections

• Electronic submission of information

• Implementation of New Regulations
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Questions?

Kris Shiffer
Environmental Program Manager

Division of Storage Tanks
kshiffer@pa.gov

717-772-5809
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