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DISCUSSION OVERVIEW

� Challenge government and industry professionals 

to establish open and transparent ways to work 

through problems and opportunities in their 

states to communicate and improve performance.

� Discuss industry-government work groups from 2 

states that have been effective at improving 

communication and environmental performance 

of USTs.

� Questions and discussions



TWO STATES, TWO APPROACHES

� Maryland and Pennsylvania

� Why formed?

� Structure 

� Benefits� Benefits

� Sustaining participation

� Accomplishments



MARYLAND’S APPROACH

� Maryland ad hoc Committee on Oil

� Professionals from all facets of the Petroleum 

Industry 

� State Regulators – UST prevention and remediation, 

air quality, weights and measures, and fuel quality air quality, weights and measures, and fuel quality 

� UST Owners – municipal, fleet, emergency generator, 

refiners, distributors, jobbers, and dealers 

� Contractors and Consultants in installation, 

maintenance, testing, and remediation 

� Manufacturers of tanks and equipment 

� Trainers and Academics

� Even Attorneys



WHY WAS THE GROUP FORMED?

� The 1971 Maryland General Assembly required 

The Department of Natural Resources to 

establish a program to prevent and combat oil 

spillage

� The ad hoc Committee on Oil Spills began 

meeting in 1973 to establish cooperation and 

learning

� Continuous operation since the 1970s





STRUCTURE OF THE GROUP

� Open to anyone

� The committee meets six to eight times per year

� Typically at MDE office

� ~60 people attend� ~60 people attend

� Leadership from industry

� MDE is member of the committee but not formally 

part of the leadership

� Maintain independence of the organizations



BENEFITS DERIVED FROM MEMBERS

� Learning  and discussion to get everyone working 

from the same information

� Task groups to dive deeper and make 

recommendations recommendations 

� Informal discussion after the meeting

� Spread the word to the people who don’t make 

the meeting



WHAT SUSTAINS PARTICIPATION

� Learning

� A long track record of accomplishment 

� Flexible agenda that stays relevant

� Diversity of members and opinions 

� Respect and cooperation

� Bias for action

� Relationships



SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS

� 1985 Maryland UST regulations

� Design tank installers certification program

� 2005/6 Emergency Regulations related to MTBE 

� Stage I & II vapor recovery programs

� Operator training

� Third party inspections



PENNSYLVANIA’S APPROACH

� Storage Tank Advisory Committee



WHY WAS THE GROUP FORMED?

� Created by act of PA legislature (Storage Tank 

and Spill Prevention Act of 1989)

� Members appointed by Secretary of DEP

� Purpose was to have representation of regulated 

community in any rulemaking process.community in any rulemaking process.

� Originally had 11 members with no alternates.

� Problems

� Current membership is 16 members (currently 15 

sitting members)

� First meeting was February 23, 1990



STRUCTURE OF THE GROUP

� Group make up

� PA State Association of Boroughs

� County Commissioners Association

� PA State Association of Township Supervisors

� API of Pennsylvania

� Pennsylvania Petroleum Association

� Petroleum Retailers and Auto Repair Association, Inc.

� PA Chemical Industry Council

� Tank Installers of PA

� 4 members from the public at large

� Registered Professional Engineer

� Hydrogeologist

� Active Commercial Farm Owner/Operator



NOMINATION PROCESS

� When vacancy exists

� Storage Tank Division Chief solicits membership

� Reviews qualifications

� Submits nomination packet to Secretary for approval

� Current term is 4 years

� Notice of expiration is provided

� Reappointments follow same process



MEETING PROCESS

� Four meetings are scheduled throughout the year 

(quarterly)

� Storage Tank Division Chief develops agenda

� STAC Chairperson runs the meeting

Open to public� Open to public

� Meeting schedule published online and in PA 

Bulletin



BENEFITS DERIVED FROM MEMBERS

� Discuss and learn about: 

� New techniques and technology 

� Current issues regarding storage tanks

� Enforcement issues 

� Provide input� Provide input

� Review progress with regulatory agenda

� Establishes subcommittees to assist with 

proposals (fees) 

� Develop key relationships and contacts in the 

regulated community



WHAT SUSTAINS PARTICIPATION

� Respect for all participants

� Two-way exchange of information

� Update on current events

� Willingness to listen

Common goal� Common goal



REAL WORLD SCENARIO

� At 12/8/15 and 6/7/16 meetings, PADEP presented 

concepts and listened to STAC members present 

concepts that they would like to see incorporated into 

Chapter 245 

� The STAC was also afforded the opportunity to 

review and discuss draft proposed regulatory review and discuss draft proposed regulatory 

language at the 12/6/16, and 3/7/17 meetings 

� On 3/7/17, the STAC voted to unanimously support 

the proposed amendments

� On 5/17/18, draft final-form regulatory language was 

reviewed and discussed with STAC.  At that time, the 

STAC voted to unanimously support the amendments 

for publication as final-form rulemaking



PUBLIC VIEWPOINT OF PADEP STAC

� Information on the STAC available on 

PADEP.gov    Storage Tanks webpage









Local Government  

PA State Associations of Boroughs

County Commissioners Association of PA

PA State Association of Township 

Supervisors

Regulated Community

Associated Petroleum Industries of PA

PA Petroleum Association 

MEMBERSHIP LIST

PA Petroleum Association 

Petroleum Retailers & Auto Repair 

Association

PA Chemical Industry Council

Tank Installers of PA

Public Members

Three positions set aside for public 

members

PA Environmental Council

Registered Professional Engineer

Hydrogeologist

Active Commercial Farm 

Owner/Operator





PADEP STAC
PUBLIC FRIENDLY

� Information on the meetings and proceedings 

easily obtainable

� Membership list updated on website

� Industry representatives listed

Contact information listed for each member� Contact information listed for each member



CONTACT INFORMATION

� Maryland ad hoc Committee on Oil

� Tom Schruben – environmentalguy@aol.com

� Chris Ralston – chris.ralston@maryland.gov

� PADEP Storage Tank Advisory Committee� PADEP Storage Tank Advisory Committee

� Kris Shiffer - kshiffer@pa.gov

� Robert J. May, PE CHMM -

rmay@synergyenvinc.com


